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Australian fairy tales as such don’t exist. (Although 
there is some wonderful dreamtime stories such as 
Tiddalick the very thirsty frog, they rightly fall under 
the category of indigenous myths and legends) 

There are many ‘fanciful’ characters in our literary history, 
characters that have captivated and entertained children for 
decades such as Snugglepot and Cuddlepie, Blinky Bill (You may 
recall the great fuss many years ago when Mickey Mouse was 
brought out to be ‘King of Moomba’. There was a very vocal 
pro- Blinky Bill group who made the whole ‘merchandising 
stunt’ seem even more cheap and nasty.) And of coarse my 
favourite The Magic Pudding’. In the 1920s there were many 
fairy tales featuring Australian flora and fauna such as those 
written by Pixie O’Harris, Eva Lawton, Gwen Cock and Lynette 
Yardley. These uniquely Australian tales featuring stories and 
prose also benefited from sumptuous illustrations, in particular 
the works of Pixie O’Harris. (Refer to ‘Pearl Pinkie and Sea 
Greenie’) 
In this unit I am focusing on The Magic Pudding and Snugglepot 
and Cuddlepie. I will also make references to other stories and 
characters mentioned above so as to paint a complete picture 
of the history of Australian children’s fantasy stories. The 
Bloom's Taxonomy planning style enables the participation of 
all students, allowing for individual differences in ability, 
enabling children to use talents in art, craft, poetry, writing, 
handwriting etc. to be utilised in completing the tasks selected 
and enabling individual independent and group study. As this 
unit is designed for grade 1-2 it would be desirable, 
initially anyway to work together at completing the 
tasks. Older children who are more familiar with Venn 
diagrams, literary sociograms etc can also provide peer 
support. This unit should run for 3-4 weeks. 
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The Book 

What is the Magic Pudding? 

Norman Lindsay was also an avid writer.  Apart from various autobiographies, 
novels, letters and illustrations for other author's books, he was also famous for his 
classic children's book "The Magic Pudding." Only the mind of Norman Lindsay could 
dream up such a tale. Filled with humour, it is reminiscent of a cross between a WC 
Fields dialog and Alice in Wonderland. Norman's lyrical way with words gives us the 
bizarre story of an everlasting steak and kidney pudding, named Albert, a very rude 
and constantly angry pudding, his "toff" vagabond owners Sam Sawnoff, Bill  and 
Bunyip Bluegum, and their never ending battle with the scheming and conniving 
'puddin - thieves' who lust after the self- replenishing magic pudding. Despite their 
mastery at disguise, the intrepid  trio and their disgruntled and generally 
disinterested pudding outwit the puddin-thieves every time.   

It was written in 1917 and, according to the Gallery's Handbook was written "...Partly 
to settle an argument with his friend...from the Bulletin and Art in Australia, who 
maintained that children liked to read about fairies, whereas Lindsay said they liked 
to read about food."  

First published in 1918 it has been translated into Japanese, German, French and 
Spanish. It was also published in the United States and Britain.  

Many Australian children have grown up with this story and no doubt have pleasant 
memories of the wonderful characters unique to this book. . He wrote one other 

children's book, The Flyaway Highway, in 1936. 

In 1960 Marionettes were made by Norman Lindsay of his characters and later a 
sculpture (above) was erected in the Melbourne Botanical Garden. An animated 
movie was made in the 1990s and is available on DVD. (You will need the DVD for 
this unit) The Magic Pudding, in one form or another has always been in print.  

From: http://central.dot.net.au/~frankl/magic.htm (The Magic Pudding 
Web site) 

For information on Norman Lindsay, his family and his art refer to this site: 
http://www.bpib.com/illustrat/lindsay.htm 
(Other information and resources material on the Lindsay family can be accessed 
from the Ballarat Fine Art Gallery) 

 

http://central.dot.net.au/~frankl/magic.htm
http://www.bpib.com/illustrat/lindsay.htm
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Snugglepot and 
Cuddlepie 

 

By May Gibb 

 

Generations of children have enjoyed The Complete Adventures of Snugglepot and 
Cuddlepie arguably Australia’s best-loved children's book. May Gibbs' enchanting 
bush world, peopled with gumnut heroes and heroines, solid friends like Mr Lizard 
and Mrs Bear and of course, the villainous Banksia men, has played an important a 
part in the imaginative background of Australian children  as haveThe Wind in the 
Willows or Alice in Wonderland. Children who have not yet made the 
acquaintance of the Nuts and their friends will welcome a new range of picture 
storybook paperbacks as the stories to the charm, humour and character of May 
Gibbs' classic. 
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May Gibbs - naturalist, psychologist and artist explorer has mapped out a world of 
her own and conquered it completely." - Adelaide Advertiser 1918. 
 
This review of the first Snugglepot and Cuddlepie book, 'Tales of Snugglepot and 
Cuddlepie', captures the essence of what has fascinated generation after generation 
of Australian children - the fantasy world of May Gibbs. Hers world was filled with 
fears and excitement and adventures both extraordinary and everyday, a world 
peopled with small creatures, the real mixed tantalisingly with the imaginary. Best of 
all, it is a world so unmistakably Australian that all who read of it know that magic 
exists in the land, as close as the bush is to their own back doorstep. 
 
'Tales of Snugglepot and Cuddlepie' was combined with its two sequels, 'Little 
Ragged Blossom' and 'Little Obelia', in 1940 and since then has never been out of 
print.  

The Author 

Cecilia May Gibbs 
1877 - 1969 

 

"I could almost draw before I could walk" May Gibbs recalled when her thoughts 
travelled back to her childhood. 

Her earliest recollections were of England, where she was born in Sydenham during 
the cold January of 1877. Then, when she was four, she travelled the exciting voyage 
to Australia to join her father who had gone ahead to South Australia. Her baby 
brother Ivan, was born shortly before the storm-delayed ship reached Adelaide. 

May had three brothers and when the family moved to The Harvey in Western 
Australia, the children enjoyed remarkably carefree growing years. After daily 
lessons with their mother came the joys of riding the pony, Brownie, swimming in 
waterholes, fishing and frog hunting, turning Kurrajong seeds into boats and, best of 
all, borrowing the big laundry tub to sail on the river. The children helped make the 
daily bread, sampled the preserves and eagerly listened to readings of Alice in 
Wonderland and other books. May drew and she painted, but she wanted to be an 
actress, not an artist. However, by her twelfth year one of her drawings was 
published in a Perth newspaper. 



6 | P a g e  
 

By then the family lived close to that city and the little girl with thick reddish-brown 
hair and bright brown eyes already had imaginatively observed the Western 
Australian bush. The Banksias on The Harvey district were destined to be 
immortalised by May. "I was out walking, over in Western Australia, with my 
cousins," she said. "We came to a grove of Banksia trees and sitting on almost every 
branch were these ugly little, wicked little men that I discovered and that's how the 
Banksia Men were thought of." 

The creation of the gumnut babies was less defined for May. 
"It's hard to tell, hard to say, I don't know if the bush babies 
found me or I found the little creatures," she recalled. 
"Perhaps it was memories of West Australia's flowers and 
trips to Blackheath." 

Whatever triggered their inspiration was probably after the 
seven years she spent studying formal art in London, just as 

her parents had done years before. Twice May made the long sea voyage to England 
and during her last stay she illustrated her first books - historical dramas. British 
publishers were not enthusiastic about the Australian environment of her own 
stories, so she wrote About Us based on the imaginary chimney-pot people of 
London and this was later published in the UK and the USA, but not Australia. 

It wasn't until 1913 when she returned to live in Neutral Bay, Sydney that the 
gumnut babies first appeared, unobtrusively peeping over the edge of a gumnut on 
the cover of Ethel Turner's book, The Missing Button. Careless glances could easily 
overlook their debut. 

During the years of World War I May received recognition for her cheerful postcards 
and bookmarks, calendars, school magazine illustrations and her series of five 
booklets featuring gumnut babies and flower children. However, her mind searched 
for a story book. "I thought of the name Snugglepot for a book on bush babies," she 
remembered, ''but I could not get another name. I wanted two, and one night, lying 
in bed quietly, I thought Snugglepot. . .Cuddleple!" The adventures of the two half-
brothers were published during the Armistice celebrations of 1918. The book, which 
has remained in print, was dedicated to "The Two Dearest Children in the World, 
Lefty and Bill." Few people realised that they were May's beloved parents, Cecilia 
and Herbert. 

Shortly afterwards May Gibbs married James Ossoli Kelly. Work continued, including 
weekly comic strips, Bib and Bub and Tiggy Touchwood. There were more books but 
she found time to learn to drive a car nicknamed Dodgem with Scottish terriers 
yapping on the back seat or riding in wicker baskets on the running board during 
camping trips. Eventually, in 1925, they built the famous Notcote as a family home. It 
was Nutcote with cheerful yellow walls and blue shuttered windows, and a cherished 
garden where generations of Scotties dug holes but inspired May, especially after 
the death of her husband in 1939. 
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May lived on, still working during her eighties. The nation honoured her with an MBE 
and a small literary pension. Best of all, generations of 
children have loved her books and immediately 
recognised "ugly little, wicked little men" lurking 
amongst the Banksia leaves. 

By Jean Chapman 
All quotes are from a taped interview with May Gibbs 
produced by Hazel de Berg for the National Library of 
Australia, Canberra  

Additional web sites of interest: 
http://www.schools.net.au/edu/lesson_ideas/fairytal
es/fairy_wksht2.html 
http://www.drizabone.com.au/legends/ 
Australian legends & lore - not too substantial 
May Gibb controversy 
http://www.noz.com.au/gibbs.html 

 

SNUGGLEPOT AND CUDDLEPIE 

Activities 

Before the Book 

 Read Snugglepot and Cuddlepie by May Gibbs. (Work in this unit only relates 
to the first story) 

 Create an interest corner - fill it with books on Snugglepot and Cuddlepie 
which the children bring in, leaflets and papers from National Parks and 
Wildlife about native trees, shrubs and animals, National Parks, etc. 

 Collect samples of seedpods and display them.(Nature table) 

 Ask a National Parks and Wildlife Officer and or local Landcare representative 
to come and talk to the children about conservation, National Parks, animal 
and plant life etc. 

 Visit a local Field Studies Centre to look at native plants and insects. (The 
environmental science centre at Bacchus Marsh) 

Knowledge 

 Make a time line of events for the book of Snugglepot and Cuddlepie. 

 Complete Reading Comprehension responses during the reading of the stories 
For example: Who was it that helped get Snugglepot and Cuddlepie off 'The 
Snag'? Describe what happened at the Dance. What happened after 
Cuddlepie entered the Fish Sauce Shop? 

http://www.schools.net.au/edu/lesson_ideas/fairytales/fairy_wksht2.html
http://www.schools.net.au/edu/lesson_ideas/fairytales/fairy_wksht2.html
http://www.drizabone.com.au/legends/
http://www.noz.com.au/gibbs.html
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  Complete a crossword and wordsearch based on the   characters, events and 
setting of the stories. (Children could create their own wordsearch / 
crossword using puzzlemaker.) 

Comprehension 

 Choose a favourite part of the story and re-tell it in your own words. (Create 
a lift-the –flap or pop-out book suitable for infant children.) 

 List the main characters of the story. (How do they relate to each other? 
Create a literary sociogram.) 

 Pick a part of the story you enjoyed and make a collage to illustrate it. (Use 
native flora such as…gumnuts!) 

 What differences were there between Mr Lizard and the Bad Banksia Men? 
Create a Venn diagram to compare them. 

 Application 

 Classify the characters in the story by plants and animals, or good and bad. 

 Make up a board game for the first, second or third books of Snugglepot and 
Cuddlepie. 

 Make a diorama to illustrate an important event in the story. 

 Make an acrostic poem about Snugglepot and Cuddlepie or the Bad Banksia 
Men, or another character of your choice. 

 Analysis 

 What was the underlying theme of Snugglepot and Cuddlepie? 

 What are some of the problems of native plants and animals in the Australian 
bush? 

 Prepare a report on two of the flowering plants, and two animals mentioned 
in the story. 

 Write a story that explains what must have happened to cause Possum to be 
caught in a trap. 

 How did 'Snugglepot and Cuddlepie' affect your feelings about Australian 
plants and animals? 

 Compare traditional European fairytales with Snugglepot and Cuddlepie. 

 Synthesis 

 Design a home for Winky Jerboa. 

 Imagine you had to do a dance to entertain the Koalas, what would you do? 
Make up and perform your dance. 

 What would happen to our environment if we didn't take care of our native 
plants and animals? 

 Write a puppet show or play about rescuing Ragged Blossom from the Black 
Hole. 

http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/chooseapuzzle.html
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 Write a newspaper front page, which would encourage locals 
to take care of the native plants and animals of our area. 
Use the Gumnut characters to help sell your message. 

 Create some pictures using burnt sticks as Cuddlepie did. 

 Advertise Mrs Bear's Party. (Design party invitations on 
Publisher or write them on tree bark)  

 Evaluation 

 Do you think the ideas May Gibbs had about native plants 
and animals were good or bad? Why? 

 Debate whether it is important to look after our native plants 
and animals. 

 Recommend some other Australian native animals that could 
be included in a Snugglepot and Cuddlepie book. Explain why. (Add those 
characters into a sequel.) 

 Choose a character you didn't like, and make suggestions as to how to 
improve him/her.  

After the book 

Read some of the works of Pixie O’ Harris and compare her mythical Australian 
bush setting and characters with those created by May Gibb. Discuss pros and 
cons.  

Write to ‘Nutcote’ and tell them about the work we’ve done on May Gibb’s 
stories. 

Investigate local Landcare regeneration activities (growing native plants, 
clearing litter, removing weeds) 

Watch the video of ‘Fern Gully’. Complete Science 
activities about rain forests. Create a rainforest 
environment in the room. 

The Official may Gibb 
site:http://www.maygibbs.com.au/home.html 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.maygibbs.com.au/contact.html
http://www.maygibbs.com.au/home.html
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The Magic Pudding 
Activities 

Knowledge 

 Match characters to their names. 

 Complete a crossword and word search based on the story. 

 Match statements to the characters that said them.  

 List the main characteristics of The Magic Pudding in a missing puddin’ 
poster. 

 

Sketches of Albert by Norman Lindsay and from the animated movie. 

Comprehension 
 Rewrite the story of the theft of the pudding on a newspaper front page. 

 Read up to where Albert is stolen and use different hat thinking to determine 
how he might escape. 

 Construct a timeline summarizing what happens in the story. 

 How do you think Bunyip Bluegum feels at the beginning, middle and end of 
the story? 

 Create a story map. 

 Write a series of 5 ‘Who is it?’ questions about a character from the story. 
 
 

Application 
 Make cardboard models of the characters and act out a scene from the story. 

 Create a grand picnic for the three friends. What games would they play, 
what would they eat? (Puddin’ I suppose?) Who would be invited? 

 Do the children know of friends or family who are like characters from The 
Magic Pudding? In what ways? 

 Invent a new pudding recipe to make and eat. 

 Help create a Magic Pudding puzzle book. 
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Analysis 
 Write an alternative ending for the story. 

 Create a poster for the library to advertise the story 

 Use coloured hat thinking to create new products or homes for the Magic 
Pudding characters. 

 Write a diary account of daily thoughts and activities for a Magic Pudding 
character. 

 Invent a new character for the story.  

 Write a Five ‘Ws” or acrostic poem about Albert. 
 

Evaluation 
 What character would you most like to spend a day with? Create a postcard  
      telling about how you and the character spent the day. 

 Compare the traditional characters with the cartoon version? Which do you 
prefer? (Consider image, actions and stories) Use a Venn diagram. 

 Create an alternate book cover with appropriate blurb for the story 
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The Magic Pudding                             Wordsearch 
 

L L O P I Y N U B C  

D L R O S I D X S I  

F E I S R B P A W G  

R O I B I A M I O A  

S R E N W O L R N M  

P U D D I N G O G J  

T R E B L A O F O N  

T O O C I D N A B T  

T H I E V E S Y X E  

N O B L E Z U C T Y  

 
 

ALBERT 
BANDICOOT 
BILL 
BUNYIP 
MAGIC 
NOBLE 
OWNERS 
PUDDING 
SAM 
THIEVES 
TOOLAROO 
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(Consider a character web for each character) 

 
 
 
 

The Magic Pudding 
Label these characters and add 2 more 
of your own. 
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The Magic Pudding 
 

Connect up the characters with captions or quotes which best describe 
their relationship 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Bill 

Bunyip 

Albert 

Sam 

Sam and Bill were once 
shipmates. They inherited the 
magic pudding after it had been 
created by the ships cook when 
they were once shipwrecked on 
the ice. 

Pudding 
thief 
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The Magic Pudding 
Label the puddings 

Choose from: Pavlova, pancake, lamington, strawberry 
cheesecake, meat pie and lemon tart 

 
 

 
 
 



16 | P a g e  
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Make a model of Albert complete with ‘The Noble 
Society of pudding Owners’ Rules. 
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Connect his head to his body with a split pin. 
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The Magic Pudding                                  Crossword 

 

 

Across 
2. The penguin 
7. He was the Magic pudding. 
9. The Noble Society of ....... Owners 
10. The ....... Pudding 
Down 
1. They steal puddings. 
2. " ......... and eat me!" said Albert. 
3. He had a white beard. 
4. They saved Toolaroo from a disastrous ............ 
5. Bunyip's parents, Mr and Mrs. ......... 
6. Buncle ended up back on this continent. 
8. Sam was one of these birds 
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The Magic Pudding 
 

Who said this? (Movie version) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bunyip, 
Albert, Bill, 
Buncle 

I’m looking for my parents, 
Mr and Mrs. Bluegum. 

This puddin is all mine, and 
only mine! 

Well, I guess I’m stuck with 
you lot again. 

Puddin thieves come back 
and fight ya simpering 
seaslugs! 

Neptunes beard! It’s that 
great guzzling wombat that 
tried to steal our puddin in 
the Antarctic all those years 
ago! 

Pootles Patent Puddin 
Enlarger at your service. 

Now shut up and eat me! 
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The Magic Pudding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

MISSIN’ PUDDIN’ 
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The Magic Pudding                                          Newspaper 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Toolaroo Times 
 

April 28th 1918                                                                      one penny 
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The Magic Pudding          “Bunyip Bluegum’ 
 
Beginning Middle End 

 
 Lives with his uncle and is an 

orphan 

 Amazed by what he sees in the 
bush. 
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The Magic Pudding           
 

Alternative book cover 
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The Magic Pudding           
                                      Venn diagram 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The original book 

The Movie 
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Snugglepot and Cuddlepie 
 Activities 

 

 
 

(Students using the puzzlemaker Internet site can easily develop Word 
search and crossword activities) 

These activities are based on the first of May Gibbs’s stories. 
 

http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/
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Snugglepot and Cuddlepie               (Literary Sociogram) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
 

 
 

 
 

 

Banksia 
Man 

Snugglepot 

Cuddlepie 

Kookaburr
a 

Red Nut 

Mr. Lizard 
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Snugglepot and Cuddlepie                
Venn Diagram 

A= Mr. Lizard 

B= similarities 

C= The Banksia men 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  B 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
C 
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Snugglepot and Cuddlepie     
            

Good characters Bad Characters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

(Alternatively make it flora and fauna in the story) 
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Snugglepot and Cuddlepie     
Acrostic Poem 

 

B 
 
A 
 
N 
 
K 
 
S 
 
I 
 
A 
 
 
 
M 
 
E 
 
N 

 
 
 
 
 

(Alternatively do an Acrostic poem for Snugglepot or Cuddlepie) 
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Gum Nut Times 
Price 1 gumnut         

What’s showing at 

the movies? 

Cab fare rates 
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2018 All rights reserved. This product is bound by copyright 
laws. Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this item (or any 
part thereof) on the Internet are all strictly prohibited without 
first gaining permission from the author. This product can be 
located by doing a Google search if placed on websites without 
permission from the author. Violations are subject to the 
penalties of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. Please 
contact the author if you wish to be granted special 
permissions. 

 


