
AGM 
 

 
1. Welcome and apologies 

 
 

2. Minutes of ASAL AGM July 2012 at Victoria University Wellington  
 
Accepted:  
Seconded:  

 
3. Matters arising from minutes:   

 

1. Susan Lever proposed that ASAL should increase focus and spending on their website. 
Kerry Kilner raised the possibility of AUSLIT hosting the website. 
 
I have spoken to Kerry who needs a brief from ASAL about what we would like our 
website to do.  From there she will provide us with a quote.  Our intention at the 
moment is to commission someone to come up with ideas, platforms we want. Brigitta 
will also talk to Paul Eggert about the logistics of setting up a new website.  
 
 
2. Susan Lever also said ASAL needed a facebook presence and she was happy to 

establish a facebook page for the Association ASAL Facebook page and Twitter 

Susan Lever has established a page and Lucie O’Brien has been tweeting ASAL news to 

an increasing group of followers.  Many thanks to both Susan and Lucie.  

 
3.Elizabeth McMahon proposed that ASAL changes its name to Association for the Study 
of Australasian Literature. Motion was seconded by Elizabeth Webby. 
 
 
 
 
 
The advice is as follows: 

1. choose the new name and pass a special resolution of the members for the name 

change.   

for example: Association for the Study of Australasian Literature Or Association for the 

study of Australian and Australasian Literature 

2. Decide upon the changes needed to the constitution to reflect the broader focus and 

pass a special resolution for the changes 

for example: Change all references to Australian literature to Australasian literature or 

Bernadette to begin investigation as to what might be 

involved legally and the matter to be considered at 

February exec. meeting. 



add " and Australasian" after "Australian" in each case. 

And, query 

Leave "Australasian" undefined or give it some definition, eg Australasian includes the 

literature of New Zealand, and the literature of such other countries as the general 

meeting may determine from time to time by ordinary resolution  

3. Decide on what if any representation to guarantee places outside Australia on the 

committee and pass a special resolution for the change 

for example: the committee shall also include at least x representative for New Zealand, 

plus such additional number or persons, if any, from New Zealand or other places in 

Australasia as the company may in general meeting determine from time to time by 

special resolution 

Note:  a special resolution means 75% of the members present and voting at the AGM or 

special EGM vote in favour  

Caution:   The association must remain solely Australia based in terms of any "business" 

activities.  If it started doing enough things in, eg New Zealand to be "carrying on 

business" there, it would have to get registered as a foreign company in NZ, and file it's 

accounts annually and pay a fee for this.  This would not be impossible, but would add a 

layer of complexity which may make the proposal undesirable  

 

 

 

 

 
President’s report for ASAL AGM 

Charles Sturt University, July 4, 2013. 

 

I have tried over the last two years to extend ASAL’s reach into the broader reading 

community.  While there have been less opportunities this year than last, we have 

managed to be engaged in some very interesting literary occasions.  

In February Rita Wilson, Leah Gerber and Anna Poletti hosted the ASAL mini-conference 

titled: ‘DisLocated Readings: Translation and Transnationalism’, at Monash University’s 

Caufield campus.  It was a fantastic two-day conference with presenters coming from all 

over the world to talk about Australian literature in Italy, Brazil, Portugal, Spain, Serbia, 

North America and the UK. Most presenters were new to ASAL and it was wonderful to 

Decision: The exec decided in February to retain the existing name but broaden the brief. 

While the changes need not affect the Constitution they could be included in the  

revamped website. Brigitta Olubas to investigate website option, and, in consultation 

with Liz McMahon, look at broadening ASAL brief.  

 

 



discover the exciting work being done with Australian literature in translation around 

the world.  Papers from that conference will appear in a special issue of JASAL in 2014.  

In May, ASAL supported the one-day Symposium held in honour of David Malouf at ACU, 

North Sydney.  At their request, I joined Elaine Lindsay and Michael Griffith as part of 

the organizing committee.  David attended the day where a number of ASAL members 

presented papers Brigid Rooney, Stephen Mansfield, Nicholas Jose, Damien Barlow. 

Some of those papers will appear in a special issue of JASAL in 2014, which will coincide 

with Malouf’s 80th birthday. Nearly 100 people attended the Symposium, many of them 

introduced themselves to me as ‘readers’ and some have since been added to ASAL’s 

mailing list having expressed interest in knowing about our future activities. 

In February we held our executive meeting at Boyd, the relatively new home of 

Australian Book Review.  Peter Rose has expressed interest in forging closer ties with 

ASAL and we will explore possible collaborations with him in future. 

In September 2014 ASAL will support Paul Sharrad’s Symposium celebrating Thomas 

Keneally.   

It is heartening that our public profile is being lifted and that we are increasingly being 

asked to be part of public literary events.  

At last year’s AGM, Zoe Rodriguez and I explained the Reading Australia project being 

funded by Copyright Agency.  As President I have continued to be involved in that 

project. Secondary teachers in NSW and Victoria approached CA a few months ago 

asking for teaching materials on Australian texts and offered to pilot those materials in 

their classrooms later this year if they were available.  I attended a meeting at CA where 

we settled on the first twelve texts to be chosen as pilots in this scheme: Stasiland, 

Swallow the Air, My Brilliant Career, The Slap, Cloudstreet, The Boat, Look Who’s 

Morphing, Black Rock, Collected Works (Gwen Harwood), The Tall Man, The Arrival.  

Essays are now being written for those texts and teaching materials will be collated for 

classroom use.  ASAL members can contribute and have contributed to this project in 

three distinct ways:  first, as President of ASAL, I am on the steering committee and have 

had input into decisions about texts and who to commission for essays; secondly, some 

ASAL members have now written introductory essays – Sue Martin for My Brilliant 

Career, Bonny Cassidy on Harwood; Lyn McCredden on Winton - thirdly, myself and 

others have given feedback to authors and reviewed the final essays that have been 

written.  This is an ongoing project so please, if you are approached to write a piece or 

review a piece, it would be excellent if members could make themselves available.  

Copyright Agency new funding 

Copyright Agency’s second round of triennial funding finishes with this conference.  We 

have been extremely fortunate to have benefited from that funding which has 

transformed our annual conference and made it possible to host a significant number of 



writers and postgraduate students.  In February, I applied for a new round of CA 

funding and was successful in that application.  We have been awarded $15000 for the 

next three years.  In part, the funding will cover writers and postgraduates to attend our 

conferences but a central platform of this application was for ASAL to facilitate two 

public lectures each year in Australia, to be delivered by an Australian writer and be 

open to the general public.  An ASAL member will act as host for the lecture, engage in a 

Q & A session with the author and then facilitate a Q & A session between author and 

audience.  The first of those lectures will happen in the first half of 2014. I have 

volunteered to co-ordinate these lectures for 2014.  Suggestions for regional centres 

included Toowoomba and Castlemaine. 

UWS roundtable: 

At the last AGM I reported that Brigitta Olubas and I would be attending a roundtable 

discussion investigating the future of literary studies in Australia, at UWS in November 

2013. It was a very productive day and has set the groundwork for ongoing meetings 

with the Heads of University English programs.  The summary of motions from the first 

November meeting were:  

1. That the new organisation be called the Australian University Heads of English 
2. That funding be sought for an office at an Australian University 
3. That meetings take place annually 
4. That a method of effectively communicating between members be established 
5. That a method of effectively sharing information between members be 

established 
6. That the next meeting determine the ongoing structure of the organisation 
7. That a working party be established on benchmarking the discipline 
8. That a working party be established on tertiary and secondary curriculum 

 
After much discussion there was consensus that it was probably very difficult to form an 

entirely new body to represent literary studies but that three committees should be 

formed, from the body that met, to pursue, in the first instance, policy or strategy 

concerning:  

1.Tertiary and secondary curriculum 

2. benchmarking the discipline 

3. funding for future meetings 

Interestingly, we discovered at that meeting that ASAL is the strongest and largest 

literary studies association in Australia.  A significant part of our strength arises 

because of the specialized nature of our discipline.  

Conferences: 

I would like to formally express my gratitude to David Gilbey, Lachlan Brown,  Kathryn 



Halliwell, Keri Glastonbury and Mark Macleod for organizing this fantastic conference.  

It has been a stimulating three days of discussion. 

Feb 2014: ASAL mini conference to be held in Launceston, convened by Robert Clarke.  

The conference, titled ‘Travelling/Writing Tasmania’, will be held over two days - 

Thursday 6 and Friday 7 of February 2014- and will coincide with the Festivale event, 

an annual food and wine festival.   A call for papers has now been distributed. 

July 2014: From 9-12 July, 2014 the annual ASAL conference will be hosted by the 

Australian Literature Program at the University of Sydney: convenors Brigid Rooney 

(Sydney) and Brigitta Olubas (UNSW). The working title for the conference is ‘Worlds 

Within’, the conference theme inviting engagement with Australian literature in relation 

to the world. It will be linked with Robert Dixon's ARC DORA project, Scenes of Reading: 

Australian Literature and the World Republic of Letters. 

Feb 2015: UNE have volunteered to host an ASAL mini conference.  

July 2015:  Multidisciplinary conference to be held at UOW convened by Leigh Dale and 

Brigitta Olubas.  The working title is ‘Literary Networks’.  Leigh has contacted more than 

20 literary associations in Australia.  Many have replied that they would be interested in 

being part of this conference.  

JASAL 

Three issues of JASAL have been published since the July 2012 AGM: the 2011 
Conference issue “Field, Curriculum, Emotion” JASAL Vol 12.1, edited by Ken Gelder, 
Susan Martin and Larissa McLean Davies, with 13 articles; Vol 12. 2, edited by Wenche 
Omundsen, “Transnational Imaginaries: reading Asian Australian writing” also with 13 
article.; Vol 12. 3: ‘Philosophy, Canonicity, Reading’ with 10 articles and 2 review essays; 
and in a few hours we will see the launch of the fourth JASAL – the special Furphy issue 
edited by Susan Martin and Susan Lever.  

Vol 12.3 included the first instalment of the revived, peer reviewed ‘Notes and 
Furphies’, edited by Susan Lever and Frances Devlin Glass. 

Brigitta and Lydia Wevers are currently working through the peer reviewing for the 

2012 conference issue. Expected publication date is September 2013.  

There are a few issues regarding JASAL that need discussion here.   

Journal name: The editors feel the name of the journal is somewhat awkward and 

mysterious to those outside ASAL.  As they work to prepare the journal for the 

inevitable next round of ERA quality rankings, they have requested to change the name 

in order to make the field of specialization more instantly recognizable, in particular to 

readers outside Australia. Their suggestion: Australian Literature: The Journal of the 



Association for the Study of Australian Literature, but more commonly known as: 

Australian Literature.   

In February the executive endorsed updating the masthead. The change of name needs 

considered discussion by ASAL members.   

Note: At the AGM Leigh Dale pointed out the need for continuity for bibliographic 

referencing.  Nic Birns noted that the proposed name is too similar to Australian 

Literary Studies. There was discussion about whether that proposed new name would 

preclude Australasian input.  Liz Webby thought that the name change would reap 

rewards through google searches.  Lydia Wevers said that the current name did have a 

‘whiff’ of conference proceedings about it. Ken Stewart suggested that the executive call 

for suggestions about the journal name, make a decision and put that decision to a 

member vote. 

Spending on JASAL: 

ASAL’s finances continue to be in fairly good shape thanks to successful conferences, CA 

support and good fiscal management. To date the ASAL exec and the JASAL editors have 

continued to work entirely for free – indeed for many of us the task of attending 

biannual exec meetings and conferences has been a significant financial burden.  We 

have now reached a point where JASAL needs a serious injection of funds.  

In February the exec was asked to consider the workload of JASAL editors and the ways 

they manage the journal. JASAL is currently being produced with no funding at all.  The 

executive approved funding of $4000 for an upgrade of JASAL – in terms of layout, look, 

formatting, possible webhosting - and $4000/year which translates to $2000 per issue 

(if only 2 issues) for admin and technical support, with the intention of reviewing that 

funding after one year.  

Yet again Susan Lever’s initiative and energy has resulted in a great outcome for ASAL.  

Thanks to Susan all past ASAL proceedings – 206 papers from 1994 – 2000 – have been 

digitized and uploaded to the JASAL website.  Thank you very much Susan working 

tirelessly on ASAL’s behalf.  

 

Prizes and Awards 

2013 Prize winners announced at the opening of this conference included: 

ALS Gold Medal: Michelle de Kretser,  Questions of Travel (Allen & Unwin) 
Walter McRae Russell: Nicole Moore, The Censor’s Library (UQP) 
A.D. Hope Prize: Catherine Noske, ‘In/On/Of – The Mixed Poetics of Australian Spaces; 
or How I Found the Cubby: A Fictocritical Essay on White Australian (Un)Belonging’.  
 
The Mary Gilmore prize being a biennial prize will be decided in 2014.   



 

Congratulations to these prize-winners.  

Thank you to all those ASAL members who took part in the judging process.  For the ALS 

Gold Medal: Jo Jones (Chair), Paul Genoni, Terri-ann White.  Walter McRae Russell 

Award: Maggie Nolan (Chair), Nathan Garvey, Clare Archer-Lean.  A.D.Hope Award: Paul 

Genoni and Brigitta Olubas.  

ALS gold medal: panel to be chaired by SA, Phil Butterss. 
Mary Gilmore :  WA, Chair Lucy Dugan 
Magarey Medal: ASAL will host judging.  It will be for 2014.  Panel chaired by Sue Martin  
McRae Russell panel will be finalized in July 2014. 

 

The Public Fund and ASAL awards: Raised by the ASAL life members  

ASAL’s life members – Susan Lever, Julian Croft, Elizabeth Webby and Ken Stewart have 

put the following proposal to the executive.  

ASAL is listed on the National Register of Cultural Organisations so that donations to its 

Public Fund are tax deductible. There are tight rules about managing the Public Fund, 

including keeping it separate from other accounts, with a notable member of the public 

(ie not an ASAL executive member) responsible for it. In ASAL’s case, Elizabeth Webby 

has been this responsible person, though we now have a committee of four to oversee 

the fund: Robert Dixon, Dennis Haskell, Peter Kirkpatrick and Elaine Lindsay. ASAL’s 

Public Fund currently has about $15,000 about to be deposited in a high interest 

account.  

 ASAL has two main obligations to remain on the Register:   

1. To advertise the Fund and encourage donations from the public and, indeed, to 

receive such donations. 

2. To spend any Funds in appropriate ways, such as for awards and publications. 

In order to fulfill the conditions of the Register, we propose that ASAL increase its 

efforts to attract donations to its Public Fund.   

In addition we propose, depending on its financial situation, that ASAL annually 

consider directing an amount (say $1000) to build up the awards account. This means 

that in the long term, ASAL may be able to provide reasonable financial support for its 

awards. 

The life members have since sent hard copy letters and an email letter to members and 

friends of ASAL, past and present including some past prizewinners, asking them to 



consider donating to the Public Fund.  Some funds have been donated thanks to this 

campaign. 

 

Acknowledgement of two very committed postgraduate members: 

I would like to extend a very special thank you to Katie Hansord for volunteering to take 

over the role of postgrad rep and communications rep while Lucie O’Brien was overseas 

earlier this year. Katie not only fulfilled those roles admirably, she also coordinated the 

postgraduate masterclass at the February conference in Melbourne.  Thanks Katie.  

I would also like to acknowledge Lucie’s contribution to ASAL. In a year when she was 

finishing her PhD and getting married she has worked tirelessly as our communications 

rep and postgraduate rep and has done a fantastic job.  Thank you Lucie.   

 

ASAL Constitution 

After some years of discussions we finally have a redrafted Constitution.  

Nearly two months ago all members were sent finalized drafts of the Constitution and 

notice of the resolutions that we must vote on today.  I now propose to put those four 

resolutions to a vote. 

First resolution:  That we accept the amendments to the Articles of Association and the 

Memorandum of Association. 

Second resolution (as advised in earlier correspondence this resolution is necessary 

because no mention of the Public Fund has yet been made in our constitution despite its 

existence since 1990): If, and to the extent necessary, all steps taken since 1990 by way 

of amendment to the Memorandum and Articles of Association of ASAL, and all actions 

taken, to establish and implement a public fund to be listed on the Commonwealth 

Register of Public Organisations, be and are hereby ratified. 

Third resolution: The appointment of the following as the management committee of 

the Public Fund referred to in the Memorandum and Articles of Association of ASAL, be 

and is hereby ratified: 

- Peter Kirkpatrick (USYD) 

- Dennis Haskell (UWA) 

- Elaine Lindsay (ACU) 

- Robert Dixon (USYD) 

 



Fourth resolution: If, and to the extent necessary, that Honorary Life Membership of 

ASAL bestowed on Elizabeth Webby, Ken Stewart, Julian Croft and Susan Lever, for their 

exceptional contribution to ASAL and to Australian literary studies be and are hereby 

ratified.  

 

New life members: 

Again, as members were advised in email correspondence, we have been conducting our 

elections of life members in a manner contrary to ASAL’s Constitution.  Having now 

ratified our current four life members I would now like to call a vote on the proposal to 

make John McLaren a life member of ASAL, and a vote on the proposal to make Lydia 

Wevers a life member of ASAL. 

Note:  Both candidates were elected unanimously to the position of life members of 

ASAL. 

I called on Ken Stewart and Brigitta Olubas to read citations for John and Lydia 

respectively.   

 

This is my final President’s report.  It has been an honour serving as ASAL President for 

the past two years.  Thank you. 

Bernadette Brennan 

 

 

 
 

 


